
INTRO:  
Today, I would like to take the time to discuss an important appeal in our archdiocese- that is the 2023 Cardinal’s 
Annual Stewardship Appeal. Some of you already faithfully participate in the Appeal every year and I am very 
grateful. For those of you who did not participate last year, or who have never participated, I ask that you please 
prayerfully consider this invitation. The overall “goal” for all parishes in the archdiocese combined is $21,000,000; it is 
so important that we reach this “goal” because more accurately, it is not a “goal” but the “budget” necessary to 
support the ministries and outreach that the Appeal funds. Indeed, all Catholics in the archdiocese, from our beloved 
[insert county/borough] all the way to [insert county/borough] are called to participate. Here’s why: 

1. REFLECTION: Choose 1 reflection: 
• Theme Reflection: 

God makes many promises to His people and not one is to be taken lightly. The theme for this year’s 
Appeal highlights one of those promises: “Blessed are all who take refuge in Him” from Psalm 2. 
Expounding on this, “blessed” is often understood as “happy” or “set apart for a higher purpose”; 
either way, the promise is note-worthy. Those who take refuge in Him are promised, not fleeting 
happiness, but eternal happiness through a life set apart for the Lord. The Lord’s blessing is for those 
who trust in Him and look to Him as their stronghold in good and in trial. Now, consider how many 
people take refuge in Jesus Christ through His Church. In our Archdiocese alone, that number is 2.81 
million Catholics, called to live a life set apart in holiness, and millions more non-Catholic brothers and 
sisters who need only be invited to find their refuge in Him. The Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal 
exists to provide spiritual and material support to those who have taken refuge and those who await 
the invitation.   

• 2nd Reading Reflection: 
Listen to the words of St. Paul to the Corinthians once again, “I urge you… that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be united in the same mind and in the same purpose…to preach the gospel”. 
So, let us be of the same mind in the gospel of Jesus Christ- that we are made for relationship with Him, 
and because our relationship with Him is broken by sin, Jesus came to redeem every part of us 
affected, so we need only respond with our “yes” to new life with Him. That is the mission of the 
Church- to invite people back to Jesus, to make disciples! It is our mission here at our parish and at 
every parish in the Archdiocese. Lastly, it is the mission of the Cardinal’s Annual Stewardship Appeal. 
The Appeal exists to remove every obstacle to meeting and following Jesus in His Church. 

2. CASE ELEMENTS: (Choose 2-3 that resonate with you) 
Allow me to tell you about how the Appeal does this. 

• $9M in assistance to financially vulnerable parishes – providing the operational budget for parishes to 
remain a refuge for their communities through the sacraments and ministries 

• $5M to Charitable Outreach & Pastoral Support – including administrative costs for Catholic Charities 
and funding for the programming of the Young Adult Outreach, Hispanic Ministry, Black Ministry offices 

• $4M to Evangelization, Communications, & Catholic Education – providing resources and ministries like 
the GoodNewsRoom, Youth Faith Formation, and Religious education 

• $2M to Care for Retired Parish Priests – providing a refuge in their old age to those who served the 
Lord and us faithfully for many years [Include previous pastor/priest who resides at Vianney Center] 

• $1M to the Seminary – providing the formation of the next generation of priests so we may never be 
without the source and summit of our faith, that is, the Eucharist 

• Think of every person who has found refuge in a bible study, a bereavement group, a discernment 
group, or RCIA – they were ministered to by resources and support from the Family Life Office, the 
Vocations Office, the Adult Faith Formation office, and many more programs funded by the Appeal.  

• The Youth Faith Formation  
3. The NEED/ASK:  

Now, for the need, our parish goal for the Appeal this year is $____________. Last year, we were able to reach 



_______% of our goal. This year, I would like to see every family and parishioner participate in this noble annual 
effort. Please know that if all of us here today participate we would easily reach our goal this year.  

4. FOLLOW UP:  
You should have received a letter from our archbishop, Timothy Cardinal Dolan, with a pledge card to make your 
gift. If not, we will have envelopes available in the back of the Church in February. My invitation for each one of 
you is that you take that pledge card, ask the Lord how He wants you to be generous with this Appeal, and then 
return the card before or on our Commitment Weekend _______________. When you pray over your gift, 
please consider doing your best, and remember you don’t have to pay your gift upfront, you can make a pledge 
today and fulfill it through payments over 5 months. 

5. THANK YOU: 
Please know of my sincere gratitude to you for your faithfulness to our parish and the whole archdiocese. Thank 
you for your generous response and have a blessed weekend. 
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